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Corn Mountain/Pine Mountain, Following the Seasons to be Performed

On _______________________ at ____________________ the ______________________


   [date & time]


   [performance space]

           [organization]

will present Corn Mountain/Pine Mountain, Following the Seasons, a lively performance of stories and music from two unique traditions – Native American and Appalachian Mountain.  The performance features Idiwanan An Chawe, a Zuni language theater from the Pueblo of Zuni in New Mexico, and Roadside Theater from the coalfields of eastern Kentucky.  


Offering something for every member of the family, Corn Mountain/Pine Mountain is an authentic and often humorous weave of traditional Zuni drumming, singing, and storytelling with Appalachian tale telling and singing accompanied by fiddle, guitar, and banjo.

Expect to hear tales of the Hairy Woman and Wewaba: Łana (Big Foot) and songs older than America.  The performers will not only speak of the time in Zuni and Appalachia when everyday life followed more closely the rhythms of planting and the seasons, but also of the contemporary. 


The play and its creation is celebrated Journeys Home:  Revealing a Zuni—Appalachia Collaboration, a 112 page bilingual book with accompanying compact disc that probes and documents the unusual sixteen-year collaboration between traditional Zuni and Appalachian artists. Journeys Home is available through the University of New Mexico Press (www.unmpress.com) .

(more)


The collaboration between Pueblo Zuni and Appalachia began informally in 1984, when 

Roadside Theater performed its Appalachian music and archetypal tales in the Zuni public school
For the next sixteen years Zuni and Roadside artists traveled back and forth, living in each other’s communities, conducting workshops, and performing – all by way of exploring differences and similarities.  In 1995, Idiwanan An Chawe was created, and the two theater companies began writing  plays together.


Idiwanan An Chawe is the first Zuni-language theater company, and its name translates as Children of the Middle Place, which is another name for the A:shiwi (Zuni) people. Idiwanan An Chawe was created to perpetuate Shiwi’ma Bena:we (the Zuni  language) and the A:shiwi storytelling tradition.  Tribally sponsored, Idiwanan An Chawe relies on the knowledge of community elders and is especially concerned with providing opportunities for Zuni youth to participate.  All of the company’s plays are about its place, and often confront issues swirling around the health and care of the Zuni reservation.

Roadside Theater’s home is in the Appalachian Mountain coalfields of eastern Kentucky and southwest Virginia.  Since 1975, Roadside (a part of Appalshop) has been creating plays from its ensemble members’ traditions of storytelling, balladry, oral histories, and dramatic church services – all of which live and breathe in a rich mountain dialect.  When Cecil Sharpe, a noted British collector of folk songs, came to America at the turn of the twentieth century, he found that Appalachia had maintained a closer contact with the folk traditions of the British Isles than the islands themselves.    

In addition to performing at home for its audience of coalminers and farmers, preachers and teachers, the employed and the unemployed, and everyone’s extended family, Roadside tours nationally 

(more)

and sometimes internationally.  In New York City, the theater company has performed at the 

Manhattan Theatre Club and Dance Theater Workshop, as well as Lincoln Center.  

With a 900-year cultural legacy, the Zuni of New Mexico are one of the most traditional tribes in the U.S., and their artists presently represent a high mark in North American artistic excellence.   Today, the A:shiwi people number around 10,000, and their lands adjoin those of the Navajo and Hopi.  Within the presence of their sacred mesa, Dowa Yalanne (Corn Mountain), their traditional dances, drumming, singing, stories, paintings, and crafts continue to be made new in a calendar of tribal and religious events that follows the seasons.  


Nineteen hundred miles east, the 110 mile-long Pine Mountain forms the spine of Roadside Theater’s home.  Pine Mountain is part of one of the oldest standing mountain ranges in the world and was originally inhabited by the Cherokee.  The first Europeans, the Scotch-Irish, came to the mountains in the 1700’s as much to escape their Old World nemesis, the English, as to satisfy their adventuresome spirits.  During the Trail of Tears, the forced march west in 1838 of southeastern Indians, many Cherokee hid in the central Appalachian mountains to escape relocation.  Most Appalachian families that settled around Pine Mountain prior to 1900 have Indian blood.  


For ticket information, contact___________________________________.
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